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enter into vows to remain,, until the merci-
ful Datar vouchsafes a cure. If their suf-
ferings from this cruel disease are of long
continuance, suicide is commonly the re-
sult ; the belief being general, that in the
event of a leper dying a natural death, the
disease descends to his posterity. A few
days before we visited the sacred hill, an
aged leper desired permission from the
British authorities, to cast himself into the
sea at Mangrole; this being refused, he left
Junagarh, and about three miles from the
city, the aged sufferer caused himself to be
buried alive; his only son, for whose imme-
diate sake the act was committed, covering
the grey hairs of his afflicted parent, with
an earthen water vessel.

As the shades of evening fall over the
wooded heights of the sacred hill of the
Datar, it is a touching sight, to see num-*
bers of unclad lepers, with streaming hair,
and firmly clasped hands, seated near the
narrow pathways, their emaciated bodies
rocking to and fro in the fervency of the
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